Herbert Rowse Armstrong.
Thomas Alfred Matthews
the prosecution a list of what the police had found at Mayfield,
but nay impression is that I had some sort of list at the time. I
think it fair, however, to say that I never had the complete
list for which I had been asking identifying those articles. I
had a special reason for asking that those articles should be identi-
fied, and I have never been supplied with that. At any rate, by
the 9th February, no little packet of white arsenic had been pro-
duced in Court. After looking at the file we then looked at the
bureau. My impression is that the flap of the bureau was closed
and I opened it, but I cannot be certain. I distinctly remember
a sort of cardboard almanac in front of the cupboard. I moved
the almanac and opened the little cupboard. The little cupboard
is inside the bureau after the flap is down. I noticed as I pulled
the drawer to open it that the posts at the sides of the drawer
were loose, particularly the one on the right-hand side. I am not
quite sure about the one on the left-hand side, but I rather think
it is the least bit loose. Having got the cupboard open, 1 pulled
the drawer opeja as far as it would go—I should think, roughly,
4 inches. It then stuck. It appeared to be empty, just as it had
been before. I then put my hand inside the drawer, and I felt
some paper at the top of the drawer. Having felt this paper—I
had no idea then what it was—I proceeded to dislodge it, and
when I did dislodge it I found it was a packet. Then for the
first time it flashed across my mind what it was. I took the packet
out. It was contained in blue draft paper, just as it is produced
here. (Referring to exhibit No. 60)—A number of people have
handled it since then, and it is crumpled; it was quite fresh
when I took it out. It had string on it. I opened the blue paper
and I found the white packet inside. I turned over the white
packet and saw the label bearing the words (< Arsenic, poison, G.
L. Davies." When we pulled the drawer out after examining the
packet I then saw a white powder at the bottom of the drawer.
I did not know if it was Arsenic or not. After we had removed
the packet we were able to pull the drawer right out. We got to
Mayfield about 10.10 that morning, and it must have been
about 10.30 when we discovered this. We had to be at Hay Police
Court at about eleven. Mr. Chivers saw this packet. We put
it back .as nearly as possible in the same place, and we put the
bureau back exactly as we found it. We closed the flap. We then
locked the door of the study, which had not been locked previously.
I think my managing clerk kept, the key of it; at least one of
us had it, and brought it back to Hereford that evening. Having
found that packet, and having replaced it in the same position, as
near as we could, on the Thursday, I then fixed up a consultation
with both my counsel, Mr. Bosanquet and Sir H. Curtis Bennett.
I fixed up a meeting with Mr. Bosanquet on the Friday, as he
happened to be coming to Hereford. That was Friday, 10th
February. I had' a consultation with Sir H. Curtis Bennett in his

